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Pertinent Facts About AA Emergency Hearings 


February found ALPA’s staff personnel 
still in New York City where hearings 
continued throughout the month on the 
American Airlines Presidential Emer- 
gency Board case. 

Following is a chronology setting forth 
pertinent excerpts from the Emergency 
Board transcript, outlining briefly some 
of the points covered by ALPA witnesses 
during the period of their testimony on 
the witness stand: 

February 1—S. Herbert Unterberger— 
ALPA Statistical Expert and Economist, 
Head of Labor Relations Information 
Bureau, formerly with the Division of 
Case Analysis with the War Labor 
Board, Economist with U. S. Railroad 
Retirement Board, and Senior Statisti- 
cian with Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor. 


“ 


. . « the thing that impressed me, at 
least, was the overall growth or relation- 
ships in growth. We find that revenue 
passenger miles by 1950 had reached an 
index of 891; that is, there was an in- 
crease of 791 per cent. ... In seat miles, 
there was an increase of 722 per cent, 
and in terms of revenue ton miles, there 
was an increase of 902 per cent. So that 
the output over that ll-year period 
(1939-1950), increased somewhere  be- 
tween eight and ten-fold. On the 
other hand, pilot personnel increased two 
and a half times. 

“, .. The overall rise from 1942 to 
1950 in terms of revenue passenger 
miles flown per crew hour amounted 
to 166 per cent ... about 17 per cent 
a year ... the bulk of this increase 
in pilot productivity occurred from 
1945 on. Now, if we just take the 
increase from 1945, it increased 43 
per cent per year on the average 
-.- you contrast that with two, two 
and a half per cent, in the economy 
generally.” 

(A recess was called during the week 
of February 5, at the request of Com- 
pany Attorney Burton A. Zorn.) 

February 12—Robert N. Buck—TWA 
pilot and former director of thunder- 
storm research project conducted for the 
military during World War II. 

“It is rather an interesting thing in 
personal observations in flying pretty 
much all over the world, that one of the 
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things we were doing in this aircraft 
was to measure the intensity of static, 
the intensity of charging in the airplane, 
and the highest rates we ever got were 
somewhere between New York and 
Kansas City, and that includes areas in 
all parts of the world. 

“. , . the pilot, while knowing the 
weather on these charts and the other 
charts, also knows weather a little dif- 
ferent from anyone else in that he knows 
from sitting there and seeing it, what it 
is going to be like when he gets up there, 
and therefore his decision, you might say, 
is more thorough. 

“. .. It is a never ending process, 
and the pilot is continually studying 
the weather ahead, watching his fuel 
consumption, and applying that to 
the effect of the weather. It is a con- 
tinual decision and something he 
must watch during the entire trip 
... When you are actually in the air, 
you have the problem of flying 
through ice, thunderstorms, or what- 


ever it happens to be. 

“The fronts are very, very high, and 
you do not top fronts except occasionally. 
I haven’t seen any you could call an 
honest to goodness front which I can 
say you could top, and the clouds go to 
a very, very high level.” 

February 13—Robert C. Robson—AA 
Captain, ALPA representative on several 
RTCA sub-committees and expert on 
communication problems and techniques 
in conjunction with air line flying. 

“Anytime you are flying on _instru- 
ments, you must be familiar with the 
territory that you are flying over, so that 
if you suddenly do see it, it is not a 
brand new surprise to you... you must 
know where you expect to be when you 
break out of the clouds and what you 
expect to see. ... At such places as 36th 
St. Airport in Miami, people wondered 
for years how we found the runway. 
You simply flew down over 36th St. until 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 
































































































































ALL THAT REMAINED 


and copilot, escaped. 
have. 


accident to happen. 





When this National DC-4 crashed and burnel 
at Philadelphia International Airport, Januar 
14, five women and two infants were killed. Twenty-one persons, including the pilol 
It is reported that confusing radio instructions respecting rule 
way repairs caused the pilot to land further down the runway than he normally wo 

An icy runway, coupled with a deep ditch at the end of the runway, further 
compounded the many factors that seemed to lie there on January 14, waiting for @ 
Had the plane been equipped with reverse thrust propellers, the 
accident would very likely not have happened. 
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FLYING FAMILIES 


With their futures in aviation, these two comely young women got the flying 
(Left) Patricia Patterson, 21, receives a fatherly kiss and 
W. A. Patterson, President of rival United 
At the age of four, Patty decided to become a hostess, but surprised her 


(Right) The Flying Johnsons. 


Captain Ralph J. 


Johnson, United Air Lines pilot and ALPA Charter Member, explains a meteorological 


chart to his daughter, Geraldine, who is a stewardess for the same company. 


They 


are believed to be the only father-daughter pilot-stewardess combination in commercial 


Dad Johnson pilots Mainliner Stratocruisers to Hawaii while Jerry flies 








| se y 
The Cover Pictures A COUPLE OF 
1951 There : always records and there are al- 
7 ways firsis, and our cover page of this issue 
presents a variety of both, even to President 
Truman’s farewell to General Dwight D. Eis- 
enhower, 2s he departs to build up Europe’s 
2200 defense against Communism. 
ts ) (ror, LEFT) PAA Captain Charles F. 
York Blair, Jr., is greeted at Idlewild Airport by 
lanta his wife and daughter, Suzanne, on his return 
liami from London after breaking the New York 
bes te London non-stop flying record in his Mus- 
ean tang fighter plane. (Since Captain Blair’s 
stern q-hour, 45-minute hop, a twin-jet British Can- 
City | §berra bomber has streaked across the At- 
Yallas | § lantic, East to West, in 4-hours, 42-minutes.) 
oS | E phe Captain arrived at Idlewild as a regular 
“nver | § crew member of a Pan American World Air- 
City | § ways Strato Clipper. 
pattle (TOP, RIGHT) “‘You have the wholehearted 
1C1SCO packing of the United States,”’ President Tru- 
‘bank man tells General Dwight D. Eisenhower as 
ative the latter left for Paris to build up Europe’s 
. defenses against Communist aggression. Lt. 
= Gen, Alfred Gruenther, ‘‘Ike’s”’ chief of staff, ° ° 
teat right. “bug” in their early years: (Left) Pi 
jditor|§ (ON THE BIAS) These nine Denver-based mae aaa umes stewardess wings irems 
} copilots of Continental Air Lines give you big ir sanes. “at as 
\ smiles as they receive their five-year anni- family by joining the competition. 
versary pins and as Chief Pilot Jack Weiler 
Ss ) congratulates them. All ALPA members, the 
nine (left to right) are: Bill Hart, Dan Gray, 
| Chuck Stehling, Bob Agree, Tom _ Frazier, — 
Chuck Hart, Bob Wenholz, Stan Lee and Bim aviation. 
Richards. These men have accumulated 58,500 United’s coast-to-coast routes. 
rh, and § accident-free hours and average 6,500 hours of ao 
ionally. flying each. 1 
all an || (BOTTOM. LEFT) Here are Pilot Donald [P§fots on 2 Lines 
I can § H. Rogers (left) and Ls gga —- Peon nl 
) Slipper, both of Toronto, Canada, standing 
Ss go to § next to the a Jetliner at LaGuardia Air- Hike Roster to 38 
) port, New York, after making a record trans- sas P 
) port-type-plane flight from Chicago to the Bonanza Airlines Council 107, Las 
on-—-AA § East Coast in 1-hour, horippe momeng In a con- Vegas, Nevada, and California-Central 
sine ventional type plane the elapsed time is ap- + . . : 
several § jroximately 2-hours, 50-minutes. Flying at a Airlines Council 108, Burbank, Calif., 
ert on? height of over 30,000 feet, the Avro set a new have been added to the roster of ALPA. 
hniques record for transport-type planes of 441 MPH. This brings the number of lines repre- 
J. (BOTTOM, RIGHT) Up she gees, and fast. sented by the Association to 38. 
+ cto. | A Fairchild C-119 Packet with JATO installa- : 3 ot j 
Instru tion streaks to the sky in a trial run over Council 107 was officially organized 
ith the § the Hagerstown (Md.) Airport. Jet assistance December 12, with the Local Executive 
so that 3 pane the Packet to take off after a run of Council represented by H. L. Jones, 
» 45 eet. ‘a . * 
; not ag chairman; C. H. Ferguson, vice-chair- 
yu must § . a ; man, and C. M. Taylor, senior copilot 
en you f JOIN ALPA FCU NOW representative. 
pe Pay The goal—“Every ALPA Member an Council 108 was set up December 14 
we ALPA FCU MEMBER.” with Captain Neil Phinney as temporary 
— K chairman. 
runway. § 
“ 1 
St. until = 
an nut V ictory Is halleng © 
T Li R ti F 
2 
a Captain G. F. Knuth of Pan American his immunity under Section 1004(i) of 
World Airways, has been exonerated. the Civil Aeronautics Act. However, de- 
Unfortunately, it took the CAB some 12 spite this plea, the Administrator filed 
months to render this decision of im- a complaint against Knuth on Decem- 
m ] . 
w- ber 28, 1949, (11 months after the acci- 
This case was determinedly fought dent) and asked that his Airmen’s Cer- 
over a long period, and despite unwar- tificate be suspended. 
ranted prosecution by a governmental 
; ’ 4 In the course of the bitter litigation 
bet enforcement agency, has finally been won . 
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through the efforts of ALPA. 

Because of the vital factors involved, 
the AIR LINE PILOT reviews the case 
from its inception: 

On January 30, 1949, Captain Knuth 
piloted an L-749 enroute from LaGuardia 
to Shannon, Ireland. During the climb 
approximately over Pt. Washington, 
Long Island, a collision took place be- 
tween the L-749 and a Cessna 140. The 
Cessna lodged in.the Constellation and 
its two occupants were killed. No occu- 
pants of the Constellation were injured 
and Captain Knuth landed the aircraft 
safely at Mitchell Field. 

At the CAB Accident Investigation 
which followed, Captain Knuth pleaded 


Fepruary, 1951 


that followed, the Enforcement Agencies 
used every conceivable stratagem in an 
effort te suspend Knuth’s Certificate, 
even introduced figures taken from the 
files of the CAB Accident Investigation, 
which investigation theoretically is a 
“non-adversary proceeding” and the files 
of which should properly be confined to 
air safety investigation rather than pilot 
prosecution. 


Captain Knuth and the pilots of other 
air lines gave freely of their time and 
knowledge to assist a member and fellow 
pilot, among whom are Captains Arthur 
F. Foster and Robert Buck of TWA, Cap- 
tain Samuel Miller, PAA Chief Pilot, 
Atlantic Division, and Romney Pattison, 





former PAA Chief Navigator. The com- 
plaint against Captain Knuth was dis- 
missed on February 28, 1951. In writing 
his Decision, Examiner Ruppar stated: 

“Although I am mindful of the 
high degree of care required of pilots 
in air-transport operations, I feel 
that the evidence contained in this 
record does not establish responsibil- 
ity as far as the Respondent is con- 
cerned, 

“During the two-minute period imme- 
diately preceding the collision, Respond- 
ent’s attention was necessarily engaged 
in piloting the aircraft, making observa- 
tions of the instruments and, as far as 
possible, making observations outside. His 
observations would ordinarily be directed 
to the area ahead and to the left of the 
aircraft. The Cessna aircraft was above 
and to the right at a point which ap- 
parently was obscured from Respondent's 
view by the compass of the aircraft, at 
least during a considerable part of the 
time involved. 

“Considering the relative bearing 
of the Cessna from Respondent’s po- 
sition in the aircraft and his limited 
opportunity for observation in that 
direction, I cannot see how Respond- 
ent can be charged with responsibil- 
ity for failing to observe the Cessna 
during this comparatively short pe- 
riod. 


“Although Respondent could not state 
precisely that he looked in any particu- 
lar direction and could not explain why 
he did not see the Cessna, there is noth- 
ing in this record which would in any 
way indicate that Respondent failed to 
fulfill the obligation required of him. 
Such a conclusion cannot be drawn from 
the fact of the collision, since there is 
ample evidence which negates it. Upon 
a consideration, therefore, of all the fac- 
tors and evidence involved in this case, I 
am of the opinion that the record does 
not establish a violation of the Civil Air 
Regulations by the. Respondent or any 
failure on his part which would warrant 
remedial action.” 
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AA Hearings AIR FREIGHT TAKES 90% HIKE 


(Continued from Page 2, Col. 3) 
the lights stopped showing in the clouds; 
when it got black, you dove.” 

February 14—Robert Lincoln Tuxbury 
—UAL Captain and member of New 
York Area Regional Pilot Committee, 
working with government agencies in 
the establishment of proper air traffic 
control procedures to handle the in- 
creased traffic in the LaGuardia area. 

“, . . ATC has constantly striven to 
move this traffic through this terminal 
area at the peak of efficiency ... the 
air lines, naturally, want to operate all 
the trips that they can if they have the 
business. . . . In operating this terminal 
area at peak efficiency a great deal of 
the load has had to be thrown on the 
pilots’ shoulders, and these people who 
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out of New York City, increased 90 per 


The General During the recent rail strike, air freight 


cent above normal, according to estimates of air line officials. Here is one pileup of 


Speaks: freight in the So Airlines air cargo department at LaGuardia Field Domestic 
Terminal in New York City. 





On our desk is a letter that would oe : , . 
create a sensation of warmth to any figure out from an efficiency standpoint climbs as the other does, business does 
editor. It is from Brig. Gen. Thomas the new procedures are, in general, not not seem to be the primary factor where 


O. Hardin, now Director of Technical pilots. They do not realize the amount new equipment is added; business can 
Inspection, Technical Inspection and of work that they have forced on us, climb tremendously and pilot employ- 
Flight Safety Research, Norton Air 


Force Base, Calif. Tom was an early and the only reason it has come along ment can remain the same or drop off 
member of ALPA when he was flying as far as it has, is because of the in- . . . coinciding with the point in time 
for TWA, and was pilot member of creased pilot experience in the cockpit. when new equipment is introduced into 
_ Air pate ho — its spent “We have been going along now the schedule.” 
aes = eee TT eee for four or five years with the same Other ALPA witnesses who testified at 
“Dear Dave: pilot teams. They are experienced the AA Emergency Board hearings dur- 
“I just received a copy of the 20th men. It isn’t as it used to be in the ing the month were AA Captain Richard 
Anniversary issue of the AIR LINE forties, where a copilot could be Kaufman, AA Copilot F. A. Spencer, and 


PILOT. It was certainly a dilly. Some- hired with 250 or 500 or 1,000 hours’ - 
body. whose name is probably Behn- arin teh AA Captain W. A. Miller. 


. experience. Our copilots today are ; one . } 
veer on. oat gs a 2 — me experienced men, and they are pro- It is anticipated that ALPA’s a wa 
cording to the pictures, I would be fessional pilots, and that is the only be completely in the record by early 
pretty much of a stranger among the reason we have been able to handle March, at which time the Company will 
present group. although it was gratify- this terminal area situation in the begin presentation of their side. 


ing to see that a few of the old gang . t it is in today.” , 
are still around fighting the battles. It complicated state that it is in today A further report on the proceedings of 


makes me a little homesick to not be February 15 and 16—Charles Henry the AA Emergency Board hearing and 
among them and as I look back, I can't Daudt—AA Captain and member of AA the pilots’ battle for a reasonable mileage 


think of a period of my life when I en- Council No. 22 Engineering Committee. control will be set forth in the March 
joyed what I was doing quite so much 


as when we were all pitching together “They made a landing every 57 min- issue. 
to get the thing going. utes in the DC-3 in 1945 and every 41 
“Frankly, I think you have done the minutes in the CV-240 in 1950. 


greatest job of the kind that I know of, “The Convair is not a stable airplane. A Lot of Tank 
and I doubt that there is another man — 


y fly i , 
in the profession who could have done er pana 0 - rad ee 
it under the adversities you have minute of the time. 
worked under for so many years. Cer- February 16—F. J. Schwartz—AA co- 
ee rere se 4 ge hp pelo would pilot witness, said: 

ave done it. I, in all sincerity, con- ke 
gratulate you on your foresight and There erty only 150 hours of actual 
tenacity which are responsible for the service testing required by the Civil Air 
fine accomplishment, as represented by Regulations, but in our flying, we fly 


the organization of today. these things under all conditions, through 
“I was transferred out here in Octo- 


ber to head up the Directorate of Tech- all kinds of weather, and over all parts 
nical Inspection and have been pretty of the country, and we fly them out of 
busy trying to get personnel and or- New York and out of Mexico City at 


ganize the outfit. It is very interesting, 7,500 feet elevation and that is the actual 
i saga we will enjoy living in test, and that determines what the air- 
“Again, congratulations and best plane is and what it will do, and if it 
wishes to you and all the gang, which won’t do it, why it won’t and what is 
includes your very charming wife. wrong. That is the final proof of the 
ee * pudding, so to speak.” 
(Editor's Note: Thanks for the many (At the request of the Association, the 
kind and complimentary things you hearing was recessed during the week : el ta nll le be 
ie euiieiinn and tar Ueedaeaees | % Feeruary 19.) the largest foul touch over tulle, The aa 
Suites aeideen ectriien we live, February 28—R. L. Oakman—ALPA’s tainer is being turned out by the Goot 
interesting word and pictorial story, but witness: year Tire and Rubber Co. at Akron, 7 
it appears from the comments we have “Where equipment remains stable, pas- - we Kf? a eth yes fone ual 
se 9 ee ae y Rage va os the senger miles and pilots employed are é paeod nylon cell which holds 3,00 
j very definitely inter-related, and one gallons of fuel. 
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